
2ND PERSON SINGULAR VERB ADDS -EST,  
(YOU GIVE IS THOU GIVEST)  

3RD PERSON SINGULAR VERB ADDS –ETH  
(SHE GIVES IS SHE GIVETH)  
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Contractions: words with letters 
omitted, replaced by an apos-
trophe. Typical Shakespearean 

contractions: 

DAR’ST (DARE) 
E’EN (EVEN      
E’ER (EVER)        

‘ERE (BEFORE) 
NE’ER (NEVER)      

O’ (OF) 
O’ER (OVER) 

SHAM’ST (SHAME)  
‘TIS (IT IS) 

T’ (TO)   
‘TWAS (IT WAS)      

‘T WERE (IT WERE)   
‘T (IT) 

WHE’ER (WHENEVER)   
WI’ (WITH) 

   

2ND PERSON SINGULAR VERB ADDS -EST,  
(YOU GIVE IS THOU GIVEST)  

3RD PERSON SINGULAR VERB ADDS –ETH  
(SHE GIVES IS SHE GIVETH)  



When we read, we read a sentence at a time. It’s no different with 
verse, regardless of where the line ends. Read each sentence in the 

following passages. Pause at the commas. Stop at each period, 
colon, semi-colon, dash and question mark.


I shall be telling this with a sigh

Somewhere ages and ages hence:

Two roads diverged in a wood, and I—

I took the one less traveled by,

And that has made all the difference.


~from The Road Not Taken by Robert Frost 

But soft! What light through yonder window breaks?

It is the east, and Juliet is the sun.

Arise, fair sun, and kill the envious moon,

Who is already sick and pale with grief,

That thou, her maid, art far more fair than she.


~from Romeo & Juliet by William Shakespeare 

But now I am mostly at the window 
watching the late afternoon light. 
Back then it never fell so solemnly 
against the side of my tree house, 
and my bicycle never leaned against the garage 
as it does today, 
all the dark blue speed drained out of it. 

~from On Turning Ten by Billy Collins 

To be, or not to be? That is the question— 
Whether ’tis nobler in the mind to suffer 
The slings and arrows of outrageous fortune, 
Or to take arms against a sea of troubles, 
And, by opposing, end them?   

~from Hamlet by William Shakespeare 
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