
Altered Page Poetry
(5 points possible)

Step 1: Find a page of prose 
(literature that is NOT poetry) that 
you can write on. 
Tip: The school librarian might be able to help! 
See if there are any books that are up for grabs.

Tip: You may want to have a few pages ready 
in case the first option doesn’t give you enough 
creative choice.



Step 2: Choose words on 
the page that connect in some 
way, or that you find meaningful. 
Box them in with a marker or 
heavy black pen.
Tip: The words need to flow in the order 
you’d like them to be read; for example, this 
poem would read -

But beyond past the
street
the sea
the beach the beach
There was suddenly nothing in the world more 
important to her than getting down to the water’s edge



Step 3: Now, create art 
on the page! You can use 
markers, crayons, paint, 
collage materials, etc. The 
artwork should connect to a 
word, an image, or the 
theme from your found 
poem.
Tip: You do not have to cover the 
whole page. You might choose to 
create one graphic image like in the 
example here.



To Submit: Bring in 
your Altered Page Poem!

Tip: Make sure your name is on it. 

Tip: To earn credit, submit before we begin 
the next unit. 

Tip: If you prefer not to share it, please write 
that somewhere on the back or on a 
separate piece of paper. I love sharing 
students’ creative projects, so let me know if 
it’s too personal to be posted!


